
January 30, 2013 

 

From : Carolyn Cooper 

 

At the Jan 14th commission meeting, the mayor asked the city manager to provide him and the city 

attorney with a  copy of the  financial  auditor’s current  contract,  so they could sit down together and 

review it.   He explained that he was specifically interested in what he described as "financial and 

managerial independence and what that means."  

 

The mayor's request was related to a campaign email I sent  entitled "What Others Were Saying About 

Carolyn Cooper."   The email included a statement by the City's auditor expressing appreciation for my 

preparedness.  As part of my campaign, I asked associates if they could contribute to a list of quotations 

to be shared with my constituents.   

 

Two questions deserve attention: 

 

1.  As a commissioner and candidate for reelection, did I violate any rule by asking those I work with at 

the City to comment on my work habits as a commissioner? 

 

2.  Did the auditor's public statement, regarding my preparedness, materially harm the "independence" of 
the auditor in matters related to the audit of the City's financial affairs?  

 

Regarding the first question; Winter Park codes nor state statutes restrict a candidate from seeking 

professional references for use in campaign literature.   

 

Certainly financial contributions, signing petitions for candidacy, being listed on host committees and 

making calls on behalf of candidates also imply support for the candidate.    If the commission wishes to 

more clearly define rules for campaign behavior I am open to that discussion.  The important point is that 

any new rules are applied consistently. 

 

In the absence of rules governing endorsements or contributions from specific groups, I believe it is 

understandable that I would ask those professionals that work with me, as a commissioner, to comment 

on my work habits and dedication to the job I was elected to do.   

 

Regarding the second question; I believe our auditor is a professional and independence in matters of the 

city's financial audit was not compromised.   Had I thought otherwise, I would never have asked for a 

statement.  Only professionals who have interfaced with me as a commissioner can fairly assess my 

dedication and competence.  I am proud of the public support I received from the auditor and other 

community leaders.  

 

Thank you 

 

Carolyn Cooper 

 


